
 

 

Save The Poudre Coalition Background Information 
 

The Save The Poudre Coalition formed in 2005 as members of local Larimer County 

conservation groups started grappling with the threats to the Cache la Poudre River. The 

Coalition started out with a small number of members/groups, and has now grown to include 

seven regional, one statewide coalition, and two national groups. These groups have membership 

totaling hundreds of thousands of people.  

 

Member groups include Poudre Paddlers, Cache la Poudre River Foundation, Friends of the 

Poudre, Sierra Club Poudre Canyon Group, Fort Collins Audubon Society, Citizen Planners, 

American Rivers, Defenders of Wildlife, The Bean Cycle and Matter Bookstore, and the 

Colorado Environmental Coalition. 

 

The Save The Poudre Coalition is committed to positive, balanced solutions for the long-term 

health of the Poudre River and for the sustainability of our communities. The Coalition believes 

that what’s good for the land, air, water, and wildlife is good for people and good for our 

economy.  

 

The Coalition currently has two primary activities: 

 

1. Fighting against the NISP/Glade Reservoir. 

2. Creating a water trust for the lower Poudre River for instream flow rights that 

permanently protect the river. 

 

Save The Poudre Coalition Contacts 

Gary Wockner, PhD, is a spokesperson for the Save The Poudre Coalition. 

Gary is a writer and ecologist, and has been involved with conservation issues 

for over 20 years. Gary is an award winning author and publishes widely on 

conservation issues (www.garywockner.com). Gary lives a few blocks from the 

Poudre River in downtown Fort Collins. Gary’s advocacy work includes sitting 

on the boards of literary, conservation, and education organizations.  

(970) 218-8310 
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Mark Easter is a spokesperson for the Save The Poudre Coalition. Mark 

works as an ecologist, and has been active in environmental issues for over 20 

years. Mark was integral in the open space campaigns in Fort Collins and Larimer 

County that resulted in thousands of acres of open space preservation for future 

generations. Mark represents the Sierra Club Poudre Canyon Group on the Save 

The Poudre Coalition. (970) 224-9214 

 

Becky Long, Colorado Environmental Coalition (CEC). Becky joined CEC to 

work on Colorado water issues after having grown up in an agricultural family in 

Summit County. She was a CEC legislative intern for the 2005 session where she 

helped work on water legislation. Becky received her Masters in Public 

Administration from CU Denver and has since been working on a variety of 

political and community campaigns along the Front Range. Becky represents 

CEC on the Save The Poudre Coalition. (303) 405-6714 

 Phil Cafaro, Ph.D., is a professor of environmental ethics. A former ranger 

with the U.S. National Park Service, his main interests are environmental ethics, 

ethical theory, and wild lands preservation. Phil has been very active with 

environmental issues his entire career. Phil represents the Fort Collins Audubon 

Society on the Save The Poudre Coalition. (970) 482-8279 

 

 

 

 

 


